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Forward:  
 

Wind and clouds swirled through the skies with only the treetops blocking their incredible force. 

Way below the ferocious winds, there was a faint shadow of something running under the 

moonlit sky. The something carried a dim lantern and ran with weak but determined footsteps. 

A hurricane was coming and the footsteps belonged to me, a thirteen year old boy at the time 

ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǊŀōōƛǘǎΧ 

 

My real name is Aaron Webster however many around the World prefer to call me by my 

ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƭƛŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ wŀōōƛǘ aŀǎǘŜǊέΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀƎŜ мл ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ 

began my 4-H Rabbit Project. Although today I am known by rabbit raisers all around the World 

ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǊŀōōƛǘ ƎǳǊǳέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ of rabbits over the years, 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ 

wrote the book Raising Rabbits 101, and built up one of the most known rabbitries in the state 

of Texas, the truth is, my rabbit project started out with very humble beginnings. I started out 

with simply a trio of rabbits, no personal knowledge in the industry and a very limited supply of 

startup capital. In this book my goal is to reveal to you how I did it and give you first hand 

advice on how you can start successfully raising and showing meat pen rabbits yourself. 

 

 

 ! ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻŦ ƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ мрΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ άIƻǇŜέ ǘƘŜ ǊŀōōƛǘΦ  
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Introduction:  
 

I decided to write Raising Meat Pen Rabbits with the purpose of specifically providing 4-H and 

FFA students with a complete guide to successfully raising and showing meat pen bunnies and 

as more or less a sequel to my first book Raising Rabbits 101. While there are currently 

numerous books on the market about raising and breeding rabbits I noticed that there really 

ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƳŜŀǘ ǇŜƴ ǊŀōōƛǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

book is to change that and provide the rabbit beginner and intermediate with a book that will 

help jumpstart them into the Meat Pen Rabbit Industry by providing them with an easy to read 

book filled with firsthand accounts and advice. 

 

Making the decision to simply read this book from cover to cover will almost guarantee that 

ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛtment to dedicate 

time into improving their knowledge of the industry. 

 

In this book I cover everything that you need to know to jumpstart yourself into Raising Meat 

Pen Rabbits Industry or simply improve the success of your existing rabbitry. Also I suggest that 

you check out the various resources that I have complied over the years and included 

throughout this book. Doing so will definitely help you advance your rabbit project faster and is 

bound to save you time, money and frustration in the long run. 

 

Good Luck and I Hope you Enjoy this Book, 

 

Sincerely, 

Aaron Webster 

Author of:  Raising Meat Pen Rabbits | Raising Rabbits 101 

 

P.S: I would love to hear your thoughts, comments or suggestions about this book. Feel free to email me 

feedback at any time. My feedback email is info@raisingrabbits101.com. If I receive suggestions about 

new topics I should cover, I will try my best to include them in the next edition of this book. THANKS!  

mailto:info@raisingrabbits101.com
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What exactly is a Rabbit Meat Pen anyway? 

When I use the term meat pen I am referring to a pen of three rabbits which usually 

weigh between 3 and 5 pounds. Normally the rabbits are either Californian or New Zealand and 

are exhibited by youth involved in either 4-H or FFAΦ ! άƳŜŀǘ ǇŜƴέ is one of the forms of rabbit 

competition; many times offered by an ARBA (American Rabbit Breeders Association) 

sanctioned show. When an exhibitor enters a meat pen into a show they ideally are choosing 

their best three rabbits (approximately 70 days old), to be judged in a fryer competition 

(judging on ideal meat qualities). Although they are judged based upon meat characteristics the 

rabbits themselves are very rarely used for meat ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ άǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǊƻǇέ. Instead they are usually kept for breeding stock or sold at auction for competitive prices 

if they place high enough in the show. 

            

Do I need to eat rabbit meat?  

Several decades ago in order to be successful with your meat pen rabbit project you 

would need to most likely process and eat your own rabbit meat. Now with the creation of 

resources such as RabbitBreeders.us and SellRabbitsOnDemand.com rabbit breeders can pretty 

easily sell all their excess rabbits to others for consumption and or alternative markets. 
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Benefits of Raising and Showing Meat Pen Rabbits  

Great Learning Experience: If done right the process of raising and showing meat pen 

rabbits can be a very rewarding learning experience. It would literally take an entire additional 

book to describe everything that the process of raising and show meat pen rabbits has taught 

me directly and indirectly over the years. The knowledge and skills gained from the process of 

successfully caring for, managing and showing rabbits will undoubtedly aid youth participants 

and those who assist them in many different areas of their lives.  

Rewarding Social Experience/Hobby: Participating in raising and showing meat pen 

rabbits is a rewarding hobby that will enable you to meet other like minded people and 

potentially some of your future best friends.  

Opportunity to earn extra Money: While the vast majority of 4-Hers and FFA students 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀōōƛǘǎΣ ǳƴƭess you include their show winnings, you can indeed 

earn extra money from your rabbit project like I successfully did as a 4-H student. If you are 

interested in earning money from your rabbit project, the best advice I can give you is to do 

things a bit differently than everyone else and follow the modern 21st century rabbit raising 

advice that I have included in this book. 

Great Scholarship Opportunities: Lastly participating in raising and showing meat pen 

rabbits as a 4-H or FFA student if done right, can help land you nice scholarship opportunities as 

you get close to graduation. This is undoubtedly a big plus considering the rising tuition costs 

and the huge spike in student loan debt that at the time of writing this book, is sweeping across 

the USA and rest of the Western World. Raising rabbits as a 4-H student, directly and indirectly, 

helped pay for the majority of my college tuition and room and board at a 4 Year University.  
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Do you have what it takes to successfully participate?  

Commitment: While ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

read this book cover to cover, it does require commitment. Like any other activity in life, not 

everyone is cut out to be a rabbit raiser. As a rabbit raiser you will need to dedicate time each 

day to caring for your rabbits and will have to spend a significant amount of money to get 

started. Unlike many of the other livestock projects students get involved with raising rabbits in 

many ways can be a much more dynamic project that requires effective herd management. At a 

bare minimum even if you live in a county where you can buy your meat pen bunnies (more on 

that later) you still need a minimum of three rabbits, that you need to manage. If you plan on 

raising your own you will ideally need quite a few more.  

Time: Raising rabbits does require a significant time investment, especially if you plan 

ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ŀǎ L ŘƻΣ ŀǎ L 

mentioned a moment ago, raising rabbits will require a time commitment. Each and every day 

you are going to need to spend time to at least feed and check up on your rabbits.  

Some money to get started with: While raising rabbits can by far be one of the lower 

cost intensive projects, it does take a significant amount of money to buy your first rabbits, 

purchase your rabbit supplies and setup a living area. The good news is that by utilizing the 

resources and advice that I have provided you with in this book you can definitely save money 

ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅέ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ supplies that 

ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ.  

Free gift for you: wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ L Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ о 9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƛǘǎ ƻŦ 

a Successful Raōōƛǘ wŀƛǎŜǊέΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ Cw99 hC 

/I!wD9 ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎƛŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ά¢ƘŜ wŀōōƛǘ aŀǎǘŜǊέΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ L ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ 

the 3 traits that you need in order to become successful in the rabbit industry and provide you 

ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

these traits. To download your free copy of this special report you can visit: 

http://RaisingMeatPenRabbits.com/essentialtraits . 

http://raisingmeatpenrabbits.com/essentialtraits
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4-H and FFA Clubs 

In almost all cases in order to show meat pen rabbits you will need to become a member of a 

local 4-H or FFA Club if you have not already done so. In my opinion both 4-H and FFA are very 

good organizations to join however there are some differences between the two organizations 

with regards to raising meat pen rabbits that should be pointed out. 

The Breakdown: 4-H which I joined in 6th grade was the best organization I ever decided joined 

in my opinion and I recommend that if you plan on raising meat pen rabbits that you join as 

well. From personal experience I have found that 4-H tends to be more beneficial to rabbit 

raisers than FFA does. FFA is a terrific organization to be a part of if you plan on raising goats, 

pigs, lambs, steers, heifers, chickens, turkeys, etc however in most cases I have found that the 

Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ CC! ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŀōōƛǘǎΦ So if you are currently 

a member of a FFA club and not 4-H or are planning on being in the near time future I suggest 

that you join 4-H as well.  4-H also is an extremely broad spectrum organization that focuses on 

much more than just raising animals due to the popular belief of many. 4-H students have 

opportunities in get involved in many non livestock activities as well including but not limited to 

leadership, community service, baking, photography, handicrafts, horticulture, technology, 

shooting sports, science,  and Much more. 

To learn more about 4-H you can visit the official website via:  4-h.org . 

For FFA the official website is: ffa.org . Also for FFA faqs here is a terrific page I found: 

http://www.texasffa.org/whatisffa.aspx . 

Age Requirements: To become an official member of 4-H you need to be in at least third grade 

and (ages 8-18). The same goes for Junior FFA however the earliest FFA classes at school would 

start would be 7th Grade. That being said, in most districts FFA is only offered in High School.  

School Credits: You can get credits in High School for taking FFA classes if your school offers it. 

On the other hand, 4-H is handled outside of the public school system and can be considered 

more of a separate community organization vs an extracurricular activity.  

http://www.texasffa.org/whatisffa.aspx
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Choosing a Purpose 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ LΩƳ ŀ 

ōƛƎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ άchoosing a purposeέ ƻǊ mission before making the 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΦ aȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƻǊ άƴŜŀǊ 

ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ άŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ ¢Ƙe same goes for raising rabbits in my opinion. 

Sure if you are reading this book right now there is a pretty good chance that your general goal 

is to raise and show meat pen bunnies but I believe you should take it one step further and 

define a specific purpose for your rabbit project ahead of time. 

What is your underlining purpose for raising meat pen bunnies?  

Are you interested in the learning experience? Want to raise rabbits for meat? Is your goal to 

raise money in scholarships to pay for college? Are you determined to get Grand Champion at 

your local rabbit show or are you seeking to simply do well? Are you interested in getting 

involved as a fun hobby and meet new friends along the way? Is it important to you that you 

make a profit from your rabbit project? How many rabbits do you want to have? Χ ŜǘŎΣ ŜǘŎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

Asking yourself these simple questions ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ άŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜέ ƻǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 

rabbitry and will help aid you in making important decisions with regards to your rabbit project. 

Example: When I first started raising rabbits my general goal was to raise meat pen rabbits for 

show. Soon my goal became to develop the best quality meat pen bunnies possible to do well 

ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

centered around experimentation and teaching others in addition to earning some money from 

my rabbitry to at minimum cover all the incurred expenses.  

Quick Tip: Before proceeding any further, why not take a couple minutes to think about the 

άǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέΚ DǊŀō ŀ ǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦ ¢Ǌȅ 

discussing this topic with other family members and or friends that will potentially be involved 

or are currently involved with your rabbit project. 
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Buying vs Raisin g your own Rabbit Meat Pens  

A debate that often takes place amongst members of the rabbit community who show meat 

pen bunnies; is whether you should buy or raise your own met pen bunnies? 

In some counties you are allowed to buy your rabbit meat pen bunnies at a young age and then 

simply raise them for several weeks until the show.  

Buying Meat Pen Bunnies PROS, CONS and Discussion 

The major PRO associated with buying your own meat pen bunnies is the fact that you will only 

be raising them for several weeks vs having to raise rabbits the entire year, breed them and 

hope to get bunnies for the upcoming show. This allows 4-H and FFA students who might not 

have the time or resources to raise rabbits for an entire year to have a pretty easy animal 

project they can take part in. Another PRO to buying meat pen bunnies is the fact that the costs 

of your rabbit project will be pretty low. On average meat pen bunnies are sold for between 

$20-50 each and since you will only being raising them for a few weeks feed costs will be 

minimal. 

The major CON to buying your own meat pen bunnies in the eyes of many dedicated rabbit 

raisers is the fact that you will have a very minimal rabbit experience if you simply buy your 

ǇŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƴŜŀǊ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǌŀised your own. The second major 

CON in my opinion is the fact that if you buy your bunnies you will only have those to choose 

from which is usually about five in number. In many cases the number of bunnies that you have 

to choose from to take to the show has a direct correlation with the success that you can 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΧ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōǳƴƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎΦ  

Lastly it is important to point out that for most shows you will need to raise your own bunnies, 

so the buying vs raising your own bunnies debate in this case would be irrelevant anyhow.  

Before making a decision about whether you should buy your meat pen bunnies or breed your 

own you should first obtain a copy of the official rules for your local show and see whether or 

not that is even allowed. Secondly you should consult with rabbit enthusiasts in your area who 
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have raised bunnies for the show you wish to attend in the past to get their opinion on the 

issue. Lastly you should take some time to reflect on the underlining purpose of your rabbit 

project to decide whether or not you should buy your bunnies or not. 

My Opinion on the Issue: 

As a long time breeder and former exhibitor who recently has sold meat pen bunnies to 4-H 

and FFA Students I have differing thoughts and opinions on the issue.  

I believe that it is a good idea in many cases to allow students to purchase their meat pens 

however I do believe that you are going to get a LOT more out of the project if you raise and 

breed your own.  

That being said I totally understand the reasoning behind someone wanting to simply purchase 

their meat pens, especially when their rabbit show is in the summer months when it is harder 

to ensure that you have bunnies born, due to the fact that bucks can go temporarily sterile in 

the heat, which is a big problem in states like Texas. Buying your own meat pen bunnies is 

obviously a lot easier than breeding and raising your own from birth which is going to make this 

angle of the project more attractive to a lot of people. 

My Personal Recommendation: To everyone reading this book my personal recommendation is 

that you breed and raise your own meat pens rather than buying if possible. Or if you live in a 

location where you are allowed to buy and decide to, that you seek to raise your own someday 

in the future, maybe once you have bought bunnies for a couple years. This way you can 

expand your learning experience and potentially improve your rabbit showing success.  

9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΧ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ L ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎƻƻƭΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ƳŜŀǘ ǇŜƴ ōǳƴƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ п-H and FFA students and 

having my rabbits get to compete in meat pen shows once again, despite being too old to show 

rabbits myself in youth meat pen competitions.      
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Meat Pen Rabbit Breed Selection  

When selecting a rabbit breed to raise for meat pens you need to be sure to select a breed that 

ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ !w.! ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭέ .ƻŘȅ ¢ȅǇŜΦ 

¢Ƙŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭέ wŀōōƛǘ .ǊŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

officially allow in their rules. There are only four that I would even pay attention to since out of 

all the meat pen rabbit shows I have attended, to my knowledge these have been the only 

breeds that have been exhibited there. 

× Californians 

× New Zealands 

× Palominos 

× Satins 

Out of these four breeds the Californian and New Zealand are BY FAR the most popular as far as 

meat pen rabbit shows are concerned. Around 95% of the rabbits taken to meat pen shows at 

least in my area of the country are either Californians or New Zealands. 

My personal favorite is the Californian Rabbit Breed which I have raised since age 10 when I 

joined 4-H. In my area about 80 percent of the pens exhibited on an annual basis are 

Californians. My recommendation is to raise either the Californian or New Zealand for meat 

pens depending upon which breed seems to be most popular in your area of the country. 

 

Californian New Zealand Palomino Satin 
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Cost of your Rabbit Project  

Although raising rabbits can be a lot cheaper than raising other animals such as pigs, horses, 

heifers and goats, you need to be prepared to spend a substantial amount of money to get your 

rabbit project started. The biggest expense associated with your rabbit project to start off with 

could potentially be the construction of a rabbit barn/shelter. If you already have a place where 

rabbits can safely live or that can be adapted for them to safely live in, the majority of the 

potential expense associated with your rabbit project will be already taken care of. 

Excluding the potential construction cost of some sort of rabbit barn, shed or shelter the main 

initial expenses of your rabbitry will include the cages/hutches and the purchase of your first 

rabbits. Together the cages and rabbits should cost several hundred dollars. I also recommend 

that you take advantage of the resources that I recommend throughout this book and invest 

about $100 into your rabbit education and about $50 on rabbitry management/pedigree 

software to help you effectively manage your rabbit records and generate pedigrees. By 

spending a little extra on improving your rabbit education and buying rabbit software to help 

you manage things to begin with, it is almost guaranteed that you will save yourself a TON of 

time, money and potential frustration in the long run. 

Personally I would recommend that before you start raising rabbits that you allocate a budget 

of at least $500 (more if you plan on getting more than about 3-4 rabbits to start off with or if 

you will need to build a rabbit barn/shelter) to cover all the getting started expenses. If you try 

to cut corners you will most likely regret it in the long run. 

Once your rabbit project is up and running the biggest expense that you will incur will most 

likely be your monthly feed bill. To cover the feed expense you should be prepared to pay an 

additional couple hundred total over the next several months or so, before you can at least 

start breaking even with your rabbit project by selling excess rabbits. 

If you plan on buying your meat pen rabbits the initial costs to get started could potentially be a 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŎŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻΦ 
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Buying your Rabbit Breeding Stock  

Since we are focusing on specifically raising meat pen rabbits for show here, there is only one 

rabbit buying outlet that I recommend. 

You need to buy your rabbits from a dedicated and reputable rabbit breeder, who has ideally 

had some good success with their rabbits at shows. Avoid initially purchasing your rabbits from 

feed stores, pet stores, rabbit rescues or from rabbit raiser John Doe living down the street who 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŀōōƛǘǎΦ 

tƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΧ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ǎǳŎŎessfully raising meat 

pen bunnies.  

The Cost: On average you can expect to pay between $40-75 for a grown Californian or New 

Zealand Rabbit and between $100-200 for a trio (consisting of two does and a buck). If I was to 

start out raising rabbits from ground zero again I would be prepared to pay between $225-300 

ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴ άŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘǊƛƻέ όŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōǳŎƪύΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

probably still find breeder rabbits for about $25-30 available on the market, I suggest that you 

start out with higher quality stock ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ 5ƻŜΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ 

that may or may not perform well. 

How many rabbits should I start off with?: While it seems that the majority of first time rabbit 

raisers have become accustomed to starting out with a trio of rabbits to breed for their meat 

pen rabbit show, I recommend that you start out with an extended trio (consisting of three 

does and buck). Having three does rather than two does will significantly increase the chances 

that you will get some bunnies born your first year. 

If you want to guarantee that you will have bunnies born the first year I tell people that they 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ р ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ н ōǳŎƪǎΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ 

this unless you have raised rabbits before and already know what you are doing.  Having too 

many rabbits right away can get a tad bit overwhelming to say the least. That is why I highly 

recommend that you start off small in order to get the hang of what you are doing first. 
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What should I look for when buying rabbits?: Since this is a meat pen rabbit project you will 

want to select rabbits that exhibit good meat qualities. Ideally the rabbits that you purchase 

should be wide, full and look healthy. When I first bought rabbits like the majority of newbies I 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭǳŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 

dedicated rabbit breeder with a good reputation or bring along a fellow rabbit raiser who has 

experience to come along and help you pick out your first rabbits.  

Quick Tip: Some breeders will allow you to come by and briefly tour their rabbitry before 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǊŀōōƛǘǊȅ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ 

some smaller scale rabbitry owners may be more than happy to show you around first.  

Where can I locate reputable rabbit breeders and find rabbits for sale? 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ 

ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōέ ƻǊ άŀǎƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘέ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ L ŀƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ Ǝǳȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘΦ  

In December of 2010 I decided to start a website for helping connect people interested in 

raising rabbits with local rabbit breeders in their area. To make a long and eventful ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘΧ 

the website I started RabbitBreeders.us now facilitates more rabbit sales each and every month 

than all the competing websites combined. In fact RabbitBreeders.us at the time of this writing 

has received approximately 1.4 million visits since October 2011!! So for whatever its worth you 

could say that I help facilitate more rabbit sales each and every month than anyone else in the 

entire World. :)  

Essentially RabbitBreeders.us is a huge Rabbit Breeders Directory which to date includes over 

1,800 rabbitry listings from across the United States. RabbitBreeders.us also has a growing 

classifieds network featuring up to date rabbit classifieds from across the country.  

In addition to RabbitBreeders.us I have also setup two sister Rabbit Breeder Directories, one for 

Canada (RabbitBreeders.ca) and one for England (RabbitBreeders.org.uk). 
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Rabbit Breeder Directories  

Please check out the Rabbit Breeder Directory websites listed below to find rabbits for sale in 

your area and state (province or territory in you live outside the USA) or search for rabbits for 

sale by breed. 

United States: http://rabbitbreeders.us/ 

 

Canada: http://www.rabbitbreeders.ca/ 

 

England: http://rabbitbreeders.org.uk/ 

 

 

http://rabbitbreeders.us/
http://www.rabbitbreeders.ca/
http://rabbitbreeders.org.uk/
http://rabbitbreeders.us/
http://www.rabbitbreeders.ca/
http://rabbitbreeders.org.uk/











































































































































