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Forward:

Wind and clouds swirled through the skies with only the treetops blocking their incredible force.
Way below the ferocious winds, there was a faint shadow of something running under the
moonlit sky. The something carried a dim lantern and ran with weaklétermined footsteps.

A hurricanewas coming and the footsteps belonged to me, a thirteen year old boy at the time
K2 61 a4 RSEALISNIGStfe GNBAYy3I (2 LINRPGSOG KAA ©

My realname isAaron Webster however many around the World prefer to call mengy

SFNYSR tAlFLd G¢KS wlkooAd al adSNE® L KI @S 0SS

began my 44 Rabbit Project. Although today | am known by rabbit raisers all around the World
Fa 0SAYy3a (GKS aNI o606AG 3IdzNHzé ofrablhits dudr HeSyedrdS NE 2 v |
SELISNASYOSR t2(a 2F akK2giy3d adz00Saax &dl NIS
wrote the book Raising Rabbits 101, and built up one of the most known rabbitries in the state

of Texasthe truth is my rabbit projet started out with very humble beginnings. | started out

with simply a trio of rabbits, no personal knowledge in the industry and a very limited supply of
startup capital. In this book my goal is to reveal to you how I did it and give you first hand

advie on how you can start successfully raising and showing meat pen rabbits yourself.
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Introduction:

| decided to write Raising Meat Pen Rabbits with the purpose of specifically provitiramd

FFA students with a complete guide to successfully raising and showing meat pen bunnies and
as more or less a sequel to my first book Raising Rabbits 101. While there are currently
numerous books on the market about raising and breeding rabbits | notiaadhere really
AdyQl YdzOK AYF2NNIFGA2Y T @FAtlo6fS Fo2dzi aLISO
book is to change that and provide the rabbit beginner and intermediate with a book that will

help jumpstart them into the Meat Pen Rabbitlmstry by providing them with an easy to read

book filled with firsthand accounts and advice.

Making the decision to simply read this book from cover to cover will almost guarantee that
82dz gAfft KI@S 'y FTR@FyGl3S 2 gSMertifdedlicate St &S

time into improving their knowledge of the industry.

In this book | cover everything that you need to know to jumpstart yourself into Raising Meat
Pen Rabbits Industry or simply improve the success of your existing rabbitry. Alsodtshgge

you check out the various resources that | have complied over the years and included
throughout this book. Doing so will definitely help you advance your rabbit project faster and is

bound to save you time, money and frustration in the long run.

Good Luck and | Hope you Enjoy this Book,

Sincerely
Aaron Webster

Author of Raising Meat Pen Rabbits | Raising Rabbits 101

P.S: I would love to hear your thoughts, comments or suggestions about this book. Feel free to email me

feedback at any time. Mfgedbackemail isinfo@raisingrabbits101.contf | receive suggestions about

new topics | should cover, | will try my best to include them in the next edition of this book. THANKS!
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Chapterl: Beginning Your
4-H or FFARabbit Adventure
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What exactly is a Rabbit Meat Pen anyway?

When | use the term meat pen | am referring to a pen of three rabbits which usually
weigh between 3 and 5 pounds. Normally the rabbits are either Californian or New Zealdnd
are exhibited by youth involved in eithefHior FF& | & Y $lorie oflthS §6réns ofabbit
competition;many times offered by an ARBAmerican Rabbit Breeders Association)
sanctioned show. When an exhibitor enters aahpen into a show they idealbre choosing
their best three rabbits (approximately 70 days old)be judged in a fryer competition
(judging on ideal meat qualities). Although they are judged based upon meat characteristics the
rabbits themselves are very rarely used forméak y OS G KS& ISy SNIffe& | NB
O N2 Indtead they are usualkept for breeding stock or sold at auction for competitive prices

if they place higlenoughin the show

Do | need to eat rabbit meat?

Several decades ago in order to be successful with your meat pen rabbit project you
would need to most likely process and eat your own rabbit meat. Now with the creation of
resources such as RabbitBreedersand SellRabbitsOnDemand.coabbit breeders capretty

easilysell all their excess bdits to others for consumption and or alternative markets.
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Benefits of Raising and Showing Meat Pen Rabbits

Great Learning Experienc# done right the process of raising and showing meat pen

rabbits can be a veryewarding learning experience. It would literally take an entire additional
book to describe everything that the process of raising and show meat pen rabbits has taught
me directly and indirectly over the years. Tkreowledge and skills gained from tpeocess of
successfullgaring for, managing and showing rabhit#l undoubtedlyaid youth participants

and those who assist them in many different areas of their lives.

RewardingSocial Experience/HobbyParticipating in raising and showing meat pen

rabbitsis a rewarding hobby thatill enable you to meet other like minded people and

potentially some of your future best friends.

Opportunity to earn extra Money While the vast majority of-#ers and FFA students

R2y Qd YI 1S I LINE T J%ssyod mcfudetieir sidw SvikinildgsiNyowcaniridéed

earn extra money from your rabbit project like | successfully did aslatudent. If you are
interested in earning money from your rabbit project, the best advice | can give you is to do
things a bit diferently than everyone else and follow the moderr™2&ntury rabbit raising

advice that | have included in this book.

Great Scholarship Opportunitied astly @rticipating in raising and showing meat pen

rabbits asa 4H or FFA student done right,can help land you nice scholarship opportunities as
you get close to graduatiofhis is undoubtedly a big plus considering the rising tuition costs
and the huge spike in student loan debt that at the time of writing this book, is sweeping across
the USA andest of the Western WorldRaising rabbits as aH student directly and indirectly

helped pay for the majority of my college tuition and room and board at a 4 Year University.
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Do you have what it takes to successfully participate?

Commitment WhileNJ A 3Ay 3 NIooAla R2SayQid KIF@S (2
read this book cover to cover, it does require commitment. Like any other activity in life, not
everyone is cut out to be a rabbit raiser. As a rabbit raiser you will need to dedicaeton
day to caring for your rabbitsnd will have to spend a significant amount of money to get
started. Unlike many of the other livestock projects students get involved with raising rabbits in
many ways can be a much more dynamic project that requefiesctive herd management. At a
bare minimum even if you live in a county where you can buy your meat pen bunnies (more on
that later) you still need a minimum of three rabhitsat you need to manage. If you plan on

raising your own you will ideally neeglite a few more.

Time Raising rabbits does require a significant time investmespecially if you plan
2y 0SAy3 adz00Saa¥FdzZ GAGK AGP 2KAES @2dz Y24l
mentioned a moment ago, raising rabbits will requirerae commitment. Each and every day

you are going to need to spend time to at least feed and check up on your rabbits.

Some money to get started withWhile raising rabbits can by far be one of the lower
cost intensive projects, it does take a significantount of money to buy your first rabbits,
purchase your rabbit supplies and setup a living area. The good news is that by uhikzing
resources an@dvice that | have provided you with in this book you can definitely save money
FYR IS4 aiKINIGIR ¢0 KA @NAdA R2y Qi T AslppliestBatizNE S ¥

A

GSNBYQl 2F 3I22R Sy2dzZAK ljdz- f AGe. aK2NIite F4S

Free giftforyouw SOSy G f & L Lizi G23SGKSNJ I ALISOALI €
aSuccessfulRad A G wl AaSNED® ¢2RIF& L g2dA R tA1S G2 3
/1 !"'wD9 Fa | aLISOAFf 3IATAHE FNRY YeaStTI dac¢cKS

the 3 traits that you need in order to become successful in the rabbit imgastd provide you
GAUGK AYTF2NNIOA2Y 2y K2g &2dz Oy RS@St2L) GKS
these traits. To download your free copy of this special report you can visit:

htt p://RaisingMeatPenRabbits.com/essentialtraits
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4-H and FFA Clubs

In almost all cases in order to show meat pen rabbits you will need to become a member of a
local 4H or FFA Club if you have not already dondrsmy opinion both 44 and FFA are very
goad organizations to join however there asemedifferences between the two organizations

with regards to raising meat pen rabbits that should be pointed out.

The Breakdown4-H which | joined in'Bgrade was the best organization | ever decided joined
in my opinion and | recommend that if you plan on raising meat pen rabbits that you join as
well. From personal experience | have found thad 4ends to be more beneficial to rabbit
raisers than FFAo@s. FFA is a terrific organization to be a part of if you plan on raising goats,

pigs, lambssteers, heiferschickens, turkeys, etc however in most cases | have found that the

gFad YlFr22NAGe 2F CC! fSIFRSNE Riffyoulare kurreh®y |

a member of a FFA club and neHor are planning on being in the near time future | suggest
that you join 4H as well. 4H also is an extremely broad spectrum organization that focuses on
much more than just raising animals due teetpopular belief of many.-# students have
opportunities in get involved in many non livestaitivities as well including but not limited to
leadership, community service, baking, photography, handicrafts, horticulture, technology,

shooting sportsscence, and Much more.
To learn more about-4H you can visit the official website vid:h.org.

For FFA the official website is: ffa.omjlso for FFA fags here is a terrific page | found:

http://www.texasffa.org/whatisffa.aspx .

Age RequirementsTo become an official member ofHlyou need to be in at least third grade
and(ages 818). The same goes for Junior FFA however the earliest FFA classes at school would

start would be ¥ Grade. Fat being said, in most districts FFA is only offered in High School.

School CreditsYou can get credits in High School for taking FFA classes if your school offers it.
On the other hand, 4H is handled outside of the public school system and can bedsresl

more of aseparatecommunity organizatiows an extracurricular activity
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Choosing a Purpose
2 KAES LIS2LX S KI @S RAFTFSNBYG 2LIAYyA2ya | 0o2dz

0A3 FTR@20I 0S 2 #hodsityapuipgsd AR baford nyaking the
O2YYAUYSy(d G2 adlF NI az2YSUOKAY3 ySgd aeé LISNAE?2

AYLI2aaAoft Sé Ay 20KSNJ g2NRAaAX G2 06S02YS &adz00S5
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Sure if you are reading this book right now there is a pretty good chance that your general goal
is to raise and show meat pen bunnies but | believe you should take it one step further and

define a specific pppose for your rabbit project ahead of time.

What is your underlining purpose for raising meat pen bunnies?

Are you interested in the learning experiend&ant to raise rabbits for meat’d your goal to
raise money in scholarships to pay for college?yane determined to get Grand Champion at
your local rabbit show or are you seeking to simply do well? Are you interested in getting
involved as a fun hobby and meet new friends along the way? Is it important to you that you

make a profit from your rabbit mject?How many rabbits do you wantto hav&? S i O3> S O]

Asking yourself these simple questiahs\ f £ KSf LJ @82dz aOK22a$S | LJdzNJ

rabbitry and will help aid you in making important decisions with regards to your rabbit project.

Exanple: When | first started raising rabbits my general goal was to raise meat pen rabbits for
show. Soon my goal became to develop the best quality meat pen bunnies possible to do well
FYyR LIXFOS I GKS NIo0ooAlG adK2ga (L LINPRSCORIER ® §C
centered around experimentation and teaching others in addition to earning some money from

my rabbitry to at minimum cover all the incurred expenses.

Quick Tip Before proceeding any further, why not take a couple minutes to think athaut
GLIZNII2AS 2F &2dzNJ N} 00A G LINRP2SOGéK DNXo | LIS
discussing this topic with other family members and or friends that will potentially be involved

or are currently involved with your rabbit project.
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Buying vs Raisin g your own Rabbit Meat Pens

A debate that often takes place amongst members of the rabbit community who show meat

pen bunnies; is whether you should buy or raise your own met pen bunnies?

In some countiegou are allowed to buy yourabbit meat pen bunnieat a young age and then

simply raise them for several weeks until the show.
Buying Meat Pen Bunnies PROS, CONS and Discussion

The major PRO associated withying your own meat pen bunnies is the fact that you will only
be raising them for several weeiks having to raise rabbits the entire year, breed them and

hope to get bunnies for the upcoming show. This allovi$ @nd FFA students who might not

have the time or resources to raise rabbits for an entire year to have a pretty easy animal
project they ca take part in. Another PRO to buying meat pen bunnies is the fact that the costs
of your rabbit project will be pretty low. On average meat pen bunnies are sold for between
$20-50 each andince you will only being raising them for a few weeks feed cuifitbe

minimal.

The major CON to buying your own meat pen bunméase eyes of many dedicated rabbit

raisersis the fact that yowvill have a very minimal rabbit experience if you simply buy your
LISya |yR g2y Qi f SI NY ySlIidedyodr owideheksécont dajog 2 dz &
CON in my opinion is the fact that if you buy your bunnies you will only have those to choose
from which is usually about five in number. In many cases the number of bunnies that you have
to choose from to take to the showals a direct correlation with the success that you can
SELISOG G2 KI@SX LINPQ@ARSR (GKFG &2dz aSt SO0 GK
Lastly it is important to point out that for most shows you wied to raise your own bunnies,

so the buying vs raising your ownrimies debate in this case would be irrelevant anyhow.

Before making a decision about whether you should buy your meat pen bunnies or breed your
own you should first obtain a copy of the official rules for your local show and see whether or

not that is een allowed. Secondly you should consult with rabbit enthusiasts in your area who

Raising Meat Pen Rabbg<Copyrighto 2013
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have raised bunnies for the show you wish to attend in the past to get their opinion on the
issue. Lastly you should take some time to reflect on the underlining purposeiofafabit

project to decide whether or not you should buy your bunnies or not.
My Opinion on the Issue

As a long time breeder and former exhibitor who recently has sold meat pen bunnied to 4

and FFA Students | have differing thoughts and opinions on the issue.

| believe that it is a good idea in many cases to allow students to purchase their meat pens
however | do believe that you are going to get a LOT more out of the project if you raise and

breed your own.

That being said | totally understand the reasoning behind someone wanting to simply purchase
their meat pensespecially when their rabbit showiis the summer months when it is harder

to ensure that you have bunnies bqufue to the fact that bucks can go temporarily sterile in

the heat, which is a big problem states like Texas. Buying your own meat pen bunnies is
obviously a lot easier than beeling and raising your own from birth which is going to make this

angle of the project more attractive to a lot of people.

My Personal RecommendatioTo everyone reading this book my personal recommendation is
that you breed and raise your own meat peashrer than buying if possible. Or if you live in a
location where you are allowed to buy and decide to, that you seek to raise your own someday
in the future, maybe once you have bought bunnies for a couple y@is way you can

expand your learning expence and potentially improve your rabbit showing success

OAGKSNI gl &X (GKAa 0221 Aa FALE{SR gAGK AYyF2N)YI|

G2 FTRYAG GKFG AdGQa LINBGGe OMaridEFA3tSdénisiaydd o 2
havingmy rabbits get to compete in meat pen shows once again, despite being too old to show

rabbits myself in youth meat pen competitions.
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Meat Pen Rabbit Breed Selection
When selecting a rabbit breed to raise for meat pens you need to be sure to sdlemtdthat
Aa OflaaAFTASR o0& !'w.! & KIFEI@GAYy3a | &/ 2YYSNDA

¢CKFEG o60SAYy3a alFAR 2dzi 2F ff GKS G/ 2YYSNOALIf €
officially allow in their rules. There are only four that | would even pay attention to siatefo
all the meat pen rabbit shows | have attended, to my knowledge these have been the only

breeds that have been exhibited there.
x Californians
x New Zealands
x Palominos
x Satins

Out of these four breeds the Californian and New Zealand are BY FAR theapolstr as far as
meat pen rabbit shows are concerned. Around 95% of the rabbits taken to meat pen shows at

least in my area of the country are either Californians or New Zealands.

My personal favorite is the Californian Rabbit Breed which | have raiseel age 10 when |
joined 4H. In my area about 80 percent of the pens exhibited on an annual basis are
Californians. My recommendation is to raise either the Californian or New Zealand for meat

pens depending upon which breed seems to be most popularun eea of the country.

Californian New Zealand Palomino Satin
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Cost of your Rabbit Project

Although raising rabbits can be a lot cheaper than raising other animals such as pigs, horses,
heifers and goats, you need to be prepared to spend a substantial amount of money to get your
rabbit project started. The biggest expense associated with ydabitr@roject to start off with

could potentially be the construction of a rabbit barn/shelter. If you already have a place where
rabbits can safely live or that can be adapted for thersatelylive in, the majority of the

potential expense associated Wwiyour rabbit project will balreadytaken care of.

Excluding the potential construction cost of some sort of rabbit barn, shed or shelter the main
initial expenses of your rabbitry will include the cages/hutches and the purchase of your first
rabbits. Tgether the cages and rabbits should cost several hundred dollars. | also recommend
that you take advantage of the resources that | recommend throughout this book and invest
about $100 into your rabbit education and about $50 on rabbitry management/pedigree
software to help you effectively manage your rabbit records and generate pedigrees. By
spending a little extra on improving your rabbit education and buying rabbit software to help
you manage thingt begin with it is almost guaranteed that you will sayourself a TON of

time, money and potential frustration in the long run.

Personally | would recommend that before you start raising rabbs youallocate a budget
of at least $50@more if you plan on getting more than abou#3abbits to start offwith or if
you will need to build a rabbit barn/sheltgto cover all thegetting startedexpensesif you try

to cut corners you will most likely regret it in the long run.

Once your rabbit project is up and running the biggest expense that you willnitunost
likely be your monthly feed bill. To cover the feed expense you should be prepared to pay an
additional couple hundred total over the next several months or so, before you can at least

start breaking even with your rabbit project by selling essceabbits.

If you plan on buying your meat pen rabbits the initial costs to get started could potentially be a

fAGGES oAl T26SNIFa @2dz 62y Qi ySSR (2 odze O
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Buying your Rabbit Breeding Stock

Since we are focusing @pecifically raising meat pen rabbits for show here, there is only one

rabbit buying outlet that | recommend.

You need to buy your rabbits from a dedicated and reputable rabbit breedey has ideally

had some good success with their rabbits at showsiddwdially purchasingour rabbits from

feed stores, pet stores, rabbit rescues or from rabbit raiser John Doe living down the street who
R2SayQi (y2¢ | (GKAYy3 lo2dzi aK2gAy3d NIooAdaod

tfFAY FyR AAYLX SX &82dz ySSR (2 essfddNiakingamdat lj dz ¢

pen bunnies.

The CostOn average you can expect to pay between-$8dor a grown Californian or New

Zealand Rabbit and between $1200 for a trio (consisting of two does and a buck). If | was to

start out raising rabbits from grawd zero again | would be prepared to pay between $328

F2NJ 6KIG L OFtt |y aSEGSYRSR GNR2¢ o6002yarai
probably still find breeder rabbits for about $3® available on the market, | suggest that you

start outwith higher quality stochNd § KSNJ G KI'y &AYLX & odz2 | O2dzJ

that may or may not perform well.

How many rabbits should | start off withAWhile it seems that the majority of it time rabbit
raisers have becomaccustomed to stding out with a trio of rabbits to breed for their meat

pen rabbit show, | recommend that you start out with an extended trio (consisting of three
does and buck). Having three does rather than two does will significantly increase the chances

that you willget some bunnies born your first year.

If you want to guarantee that you will have bunnies born the first year | tell people that they
daK2dz R LJzNOKIFaS p R2Sa yR W 0dz0lae® L g¢2dz R
this unless you have raisedbbits before and already know what you are doing. Having too

many rabbits right away can get a tad bit overwhelming to say the least. That is why | highly

recommend that you start off small in order to get the hang of what you are doing first.
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What shoud | look for when buying rabbits?Since this is a meat pen rabbit project you will

want to select rabbits that exhibit good meat qualities. Ideally the rabbits that you purchase
shouldbe wide, full and look healthy. When | first bought rabbits likertiegority of newbies |
RARY QO KIFI@S | OfdzsS ¢KIG L gl a t221Ay3 FT2N©®
dedicated rabbit breeder with a good reputation or bring along a fellow rabbit raiser who has

experience to come along and help you pick pour first rabbits.

Quick Tip Some breeders will allow you to come by and briefly tour their rabbitry before
YFETAY3 | LHzZNOKF&aSs LISNaz2ylffte L R2y QG KI @S

some smaller scale rabbitry owners may be more thappyao show you around first.
Where can | locate reputable rabbit breeders and find rabbits for sale?
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In December of 2010 | decided to start a website for helping connect people interested in

raising rabbits with local rabbit breeders in their area. To make a long and evanif@ NE & K 2 |
the website | started RabbitBreeders.us now facilitates more rabbit sales each and every month
than all the competing websites combindd.fact RabbitBreeders.us at the time of this writing

has received approximately 1.4 million visits si@mober 2011!'So for whatever its worth you

could say that | help facilitate more rabbit sales each and every month than anyone else in the

entire World.:)

Essentially RabbitBreeders.us is a huge Rabbit Breeders Directory which to date includes over
1,800 rabbitry listings from across the United States. RabbitBreeders.us alagiasing

classifieds networkeaturing up to date rabbit classifieds from across the country.

In addition to RabbitBreeders.us | have also setup two sister Rabbit BreedetdDgs, one for

Canada (RabbitBreeders.ca) and one for England (RabbitBreeders.org.uk).
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Rabbit Breeder Directories

Please check out the Rabbit Breeder Directory websites listed below to find rédostsle in
your area and state (province or territoity you live outside the USAJ search for rabbits for

sale by breed.

United Stateshttp://rabbitbreeders.us/

Rabbit Breeders USA Rabbit Breeders List

Canadahttp://www.rabbitbreeders.ca/

Rabbit BTQEderS Canada Canadian Rabbit Breeders List

£ RabbitBreeders.ca

The World's Largest Canadian Rabbit Breeders Directory

Englandhttp://rabbitbreeders.org.uk/
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